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Two Hundred Years of The Permapem |
Settlement And The Agricultural Field

of West Bengal.

Prof. Kishor kumar Roy Chowdhury

Procedures of development of socio-economic
advancement in any country depends on the agricltural
structure of that country, changes in the agricultural policies
again bring about the changes in agricultural structure. It
may be discerned in the socio-economic, chronicles of
Bengal that various changes took place in the field of land
policies from the time of Murshid Kuli Khan until recent
times and consequently variegated changes too have been
noticed in the economic confluence. In 1793 the Permanent
Settlement was established by Lord Cornwalish in Bengal,
Bihar, Orissa and Madras. In about twenty five percent of
the total area of our country this Settlement was made in
Vogue. Two centuries elapsed since that permanent
settlement. Significance and importance of the impact and
the vast range of changes of this settlement are worth our
curious attention.

On analysis of the historical background of the land
system of Bangladesh or Bengal it is found that the
settlement of land made by Murshid Kuli Khan was much
significant from historical and vocial point of view in 1722
a land settlement was established following the
‘jabati’system of Todarmal. Under this system Sube Bengal
was divided. into 1660 parganas and 13 chaklas, To collect
revenue Murshid Kuli Khan sent to every village Amin,
Shikdar, Karkoon and Jaripdarah. On behalf of the
landlords the etamdar observed the role of the revenue
collectors. They collected directly taxes from the peasants
and the rayats. During this time the amount of the
government revenue increased a lot. According to Sir
Jadunath Sarkar the rervenue increased from one crore
thirteen lakhs to one crore fifty lakhs.

Murshid Kuli Khan introduced a sort of ‘jama’ system,
consequently a type of jamindar class emerged in Bengal
This Jamindar class flourished. Hed even in the later times.
In 1728 Nawab Suja Al Din Changed this ‘Jama’ system

and introduced ‘sumar’ system, but this ‘Sumar’ system
was just a prototype of the ‘jama’ system. Under this system
most of the revenue was collected by the Jamindars. It is
noticed that as aresult of the ‘Jaka’ system and the ‘Sumar’
settlement of the later times a different class of jamindars
evolved grandually. It may be stated, therefore, that the
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emergence on the jamindar class consequnet upon
permanent settlement was initiated by the ‘jama’ settle;
of Murshid Kuli Khan and the ‘Sumar’ settlemen
Sujauddin. Under the permanent settlement the own
of the land was ofered to the jamindar uner the condity
that they would collect revenue and would sub
collection to the Government within a settled time
year. As a result the peasants were deprived of the
standing ownership of the land and were transform
the peasant-tenants or the ‘rayats’. In this way-in betwe
the state and the peasantry a class of intermedid:
emerged. According to the initial proposals of th
scholar Alexander Dao in 1770 for the perm

increase. Later on the permanent setellement

land grandually increased. In 1764-65 the a
revenue collected was *** 174000; in 1793 it was ***
3091000 and in 1800-01 it was 4.2 million pound.
extent of cultivable land as well as the amount
revenue went on increasing. But this additional re
was not invested towards the industrial devel pn
Bengal. Additional income of revenue could uti
the industrial capital, which was not so done i
Virtually the economic structure of Benal, although't
were new classifications from the social stand
Gradual expansion of a middle class was effected sid
side with the intermediary owners. This besides sor
of agriculture-based merchants emerged.

Those who were turned into jamindars at the init
stage conseqnent upon the permanent settlement wen
various feudal lords of both the Hindu and
communities, namely the kings of Tripura, Cox
Bishnupur and Birbhum. These besides there were'
landlord families like the landlord families of Raj
Dinajpur Virtually persons of revenue collectors; th
and landlords, were turned into jamindars, a
initially this permanent settlement met with failure
a result many were compelled to sell their jamin
auction. In this context we can refer to the i
Jamindars Natore, Nadia, Dinajpur etc. only within



five y;ars after the permanent settlement almost fifty
percent of the revenue land was brought to auction. There
after that jamindari was purchased by people of the banian,
mutsuddi, mahajan and traders class.

Therefore the permanent settlement only helped to give
rise to a class of traders-jamindars. Under this condition
one hundred bighas of land to form an industrial structure
in Bengal, which was possible in Great Britain during the
Industrial Revolution. The new jamindars of Bengal
engaged themselves in revenue collection and agriculture
based business. This besides the wealth they spent in
lavishness could be utilised for building up an industrial
structure.

In the next stage, after the passing of the ‘Tenant Law’
in 1859 landed property of this intermediary rayats
increased on and the power of the jamindars for increasing
taxes was curbed to a great extent. Even after this there
was little change in the socio-economic structure of Bengal.

‘Land Requisition Act. 1953” was passed in West
Bengal after independence. Under this Act. the jamindari
system was abolished along with the abolition of the
permanent settlement. in 1955 “West Bengal Land Reform
Act’ was passed. Through a modification of the “Tenants
Act’ of 1928 the tenant’s right of the long recognished
Bargadars was revoked, but under the 1955 Act. that right
was reestablished and some arrangements were made for
their protection. After wards in 1971 the “West Bengal Land
Reform Act’was modified and in 1978 the new land
revenue system was introduced, as a result of which 46
lakhs owners of the agricultural land out of the total 52
lakhs of this state have come out of the sphere of land
revenue. In 1978 the ‘Operation Barga’ programme was
introduced. In 1982 there was another set of reform.

It is noticed that after the permanent settlement land
policy underwent various changes in Bengal and later in
West Bengal. Consquently in matters of ownership of land
there were striking changes. Until now amount about 1727
lakhs of farmers in West Bengal land has been distributed.
Besides these, where as 60 percent of land in India has
gone to the control of the mediocre and upper class
cultivators through on the country, in West Bengal only 29
percent of land has come to the control of such cultivators.

So after two hundred years of the Permanent Settlement
West Bengal, which is part of the then Bengal, has brought
about a change such the field of agriculture. Of course
how far this change has become effective in the field of
the economic development in West Bengal is a debatable
question, although the centralisation of personal ownership
has been removed to a great extent.

On analysis it is found that draw backs almost of the
same kind in the agricultural structure of the post-
Independence West Bengal are discerned as these were
found in the agricultural structure of Bengal after the
Permanent Settlement. Personal Ownship over land is
found yet to a great extent. Despite the abolition of the

jaminder class a new kind of intermediary owners has
emerged and they are of immense influence until now.
Besides the se form economic at and point the cultivators
of West Bengal lag far behind of people they are engaged
in different economic figlds. Moreover, from at and points
of many other soci-economic advantages there is a
remarkable difference between the town and the villages
in West Bengal, and this difference is ever widening.

Multifareous adverse corsscurrents flowed away over
Bengal or Bangladesh after the permanent Settlement.
Many divisions, political unrest and such other elements
hindered the economic uplift of Bengal. In 1905 partition
of Bengal under the recommendation of Lord Curzon was
the first hindrance to the economic development of Bengal.
In 1947 again emergence of West Bengal as a new state of
the new Independent Indian Republic became another such
hindrance. From 1911 to 1946 the area of Bengal was 2005
70 Square Kilometre with a population of about 6 crores.
After 1947 the area of West Bengal became 78000 Square
Kilometre with a population of 54485560 as per 1981
census, and now it is about 6 crores. Where as the area of
West Bengal is obvisously less than half of the area of the
former Bengladesh, the population remains almost the
same, although, in the meantime, technological
advancements where achieved in the field of agriculture.
Yet the industrial advancement in West Bengal having been
comparatively less population dependent on agriculture
ot on land has increased more than of your. But the
agriculture productivity in West Bengal is not increasing
or, in other words, the increase, if any, has become of
negligible rate. Threrefore we can conclude that in this
state the real income of the people dependent on agriculture
or their standard of living has not been enhanced. As per
recent calculation about 62 percent people of this state are
dependent on agriculture, where as one third of the wealth
produced in this state comes from agricultural field,
becomes the productivity of land is yet poor. Almost 63.3
percent of the total land of this state is agricultural land
and of this about 36 percent is under irrgation. Land per
head is naturalty meagra, something like one third of one
hector of land.

Therefore it is worth while suveying what the
permanent settlement has taught us or what lesson do we
glean from it. Economic welfare can not be shaped out
only through changes of land-policies and through shifting
of ownership of agricultural land. Side by side with revision
of the land-policies a befitting agro-based-industrial
structure needs be shaped out. Atleast diminishing pressure
from the field of agriculture an unproductive section of
the people should be employed to industrial fields. Then
alone a well proportioned developing structure can be
achieved. The history of the failure of the permanent
Settlement has taught us this very lesson, but we the people
of West Bengal are making late in accepting that lesson.
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Blue Jets-- The Light of hope and anxiety

Dr. Amit Lal Bhattacharya

Assistant Professor (Department of Physics) g

A narrowly collimated beams of blue light was discovered
unexpectedly over a intense thandar cloud during an aircraft
observation. The aircraft flew by University of Alaska
along the western end of Arakansas thunderstorm,
instrumented with wide angle monochromatic Silicon
intensified Target (SIT) Television. The winds were flowing
in the speed of 100km/h, marble to baseball sized hail
accompanied with heavy rainfall,

It was a few km wide spark of blue light and its velocity
Was approximately hundred kilometer per second. Several
scientists have already tried to explain this Unusual
phenomenon in the upper atmosphere and they termed it
as ‘Blue Jets’.

Its reat scientific nature is
occasionally during aircraft
upward fron» very active thun
about 20 km attitude to termin

The energy required for t
intracloud discharges. The ele
100 km/s and independent of

still not clear. It is found
compaign and propagtes
derstroms. It appears from
ate at an attitude of 40 km.
his Tel is originated from
ctron drifts with a speed of
attitude but really depends

on atmospheric pressure. The propagation time of the Jet
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is of the order of one second. The optical emission from
the body of this Jet is coming due to the impact excitation
of molecules, making collision of the detacheq
electrons.The blue color comes from the blue aﬁﬂ
ultraviolet emissions from ionised and natural molecular
Nitrogen.

According to a renouned scientist Pasko, 375 columb l_
positive charge accumulation requires ambient electmn;n-
produced by cosmic rays coming from space, to generate
Blue Jets. Here metastable oxygen makes extremely
effective detachment which conserves the created
clectrons. The electric field in Jet body being very large,
the brightness of optical emission is also large.

[n 2015, Astornaut A. Mogensen took pictures of Blue
Jets from the international space station while flying over
the Bay of Bengal. He recorded 245 blue flashes in 160
second at about 40 km above sea level over a thunderstorm
with most sensitive camera. g

This type of electrical storm may have implications of
outatmosphere, saving us from radiation. Each and every
Jet transferred energy nearly 10° J to stratosphere. Can it
be used for the benifit of
mankind as alternate huge
source of energy?

On the otherhand, the long
lived by products created by
these Jets may harm out
atmosphere. Seeing the attitude
range, the question is coming in
our mind that ‘is it affecting the
chemical composition of ozone
layer?

Though, presently NASA is
taking so many missions from
Space station to investigate the
transient luminous events like
Blue Jets at upper atmosphere to
clearly understand the physical |
hature behind the Jets. We hope
carliest solution of this myslery.
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